When he called the artists

and told them the Iineui’he envisioned, and the venue,

they didn’t

lineup he envisioned, and the venue, they
didn’t beliews it at first. When he told the
n the takle, then

urned cut, was perfect.
sared in thal showr cut
& huge sxﬂ..'é-'t?l in rousic, and to have tham
Up on one stags Einzig point-
ed out that [_.*:u, e zlso got that this might
not hapopen agsin, and to have these men
onstage st Lincoln Center, in ane of the
finest vermes in the world, well..

In some ways, Legends of the Blues”
was rerminiscent of lohn Harmmond's
interracial "From Spiritual to Swing” con-
cert at Carnegis 1,im 193%, during the
depression and on the eve of Hitler's rize
to poweer. Bill G vmight sven have
gotten some of hus mspiration from that
1938 concert fo Fillmore and

The people who 2

s amazing.
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Winterland cor zk the rules and
educate.

Lnguestions! = star of the event
was Lincaln Co elf. Awvery Fisher
Hall — e]ega. matic snd acoustically
dazzling — has hosted some of the most

s in tF

prastigious p wenrld, tut,
like Carnegie Hall it iz knowmn far tha Newr
York Philharmaon ": = music, net Phil Chess,
and Mozart, no "";':i Buf good music
forges relations? hat tr inscend
termpo, lifestyle differences, even national-
ities and race.” n Center wis [abu-
Deitch s2i e're like family now.
They are veTy, ¥&
Carlton concucred
unicn people, =
utiicn person [ know 1)
they're deing”

Preparations were in
are great, but they don't sell tickets,”
Einzig said ed lots of advance
publicity, ane rz lucky enough to
have gotten i el Mazur (of Mazur
Fublic Belati dihe PR, and gotusa
les af local coverage. We sold Lickels pret-
i wenung up sold cut —
w e sold the last

'l

lous, "

i professional” Bill
very day 1deal with
efully so. Witk a
ey ko what

itense, "Reviews

Ly consistently, :
on the day of th
Ao Lickets”
Backing agent Ieff Wiener, of IVW
Entertainement, knew they needed a higger-
name act fo help sell the shows, and Buddy
Cuy fit righit in “You can't overstate how
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elieve it at first.

rouch had to go into promotion of this
event, Selling out == s=gts for & blues
showe is sorne task, and yet we had people
lined up aussids the door at the show, try-
ing to et in”

"Michael Mazur wn
Deiteh said "He got &
Yorg Times, the Post
D104.3 (Mew York
picked up sponsorshi
great, that was hugs” said Einzip. Maszue
modestly chalks it
including the artists”
Taually 5 shows of 1
take six months o
did it in a mont
wee had,” he said, "w

Veteran D Ben Dashow, who emcesd, is
a Legends fan, so not only did he jump al
Lhe chanee to work on the event, he later
desoribed mesti ntroducing all
Lhose acts one of the greatest moments in
his life.

“Diog 15 & classic rock siztion
our music is hase and bhies,
whether the music went to England and
came hack, or ju w=d here. What
makes O 5o much Fun, you can play Little
Milton's ‘Grits Al ies’ mnd Buddy
Guys‘lumpin Jack B

"Keeping Lhe

tree healthy means sxtending the
hranches out ni r.” said Dashow

“0ur audience was thrilleg, the
phones wers ringing off the hooks, and
we had not one negaiive call”
gzur pul Logelher
a press confer-

25 just rock and rell,”
neg Stone, The Mew
by Wews, and WH1"
rock radic)
That w Tas just

nd labels” publicists.,
ghituds would
ation but Mazur

cand all

in rooss

znce gt Tower
Reoords, 3 sToNe's
tnrow from
Lincoln Center,
He's proud of the
event, znd rightfully so The in-store
appearances at Towesr Reoords was Dashow's
gacond-best mom e besl was glao at
Teowrer, sitiing in the Gresn Room, seeing
those guys meeting one anather, often for
the first time in many years. "Here ne i3
that you?” Old pee uestions, like a
quict "Hawr are 27 oty to hear
about sz-and-z = “Hever'd
you pek so fat?” For Dashon w.'.h.m Experi-
ence brought it 1l home.
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Hanging ouf ai Towser
confersnce, chawing
artists, for example, | w7 weas teld that
Eobert lohnson head kzeping comps-
ny with Eobert Lockwood, Ir's mother,
“Robert lohnson taught guitar to Robert
Lockwood, Ir as & kesp, like, & six
vear-old quiet!” Notw ding his years
in the music business, meet m; Robert
Leckwood Ir and Pinstop 2
hearing this kind o £ story
teuched Dashow immeasuzat

ncq gave the showr airplay. Einzig
couldn't believe it when he heard "Grits
Aln't Groceries” & Milion playing on
major-market Drive

before the press
at with the

me radio. The sta-
lien was bringing this musicupas a
whole genre, sending it cut to the main-
slrearm audience.

A5 it turned out, t'n show did draw
from every demographic “Legends” had
attendees from Eutope, and Ameticans in
eyery age graup. I was ong 11-year-ald
gitl's very fivst concert and she said it was
"awezome” One man drove up from
rMernphis, saw the show, Then tumed
ground and drove back home, because he
couldn't afford 5 hotel room in New York.

Onee started, the show snowballed, in
the best sense; more and more people
wanted to come, wanted to sit in Big Fish
received a lot of congumer calls on how o
get ticksts — peopls from their 308 to
their 7os The organizers worked with the
local Bluss Societ caccording lo
Dweitch, did a great job, v did blasts,
handed out fiyers. (El ='s] Arnie
Goodman and {veteran blues impresaria)
Buddy Fox tock everything on themselves,
aver and above”

Bocking Enteriainment.com'’s produc-
tion ranager, Bill Carlton, statied prep-
ping in lats Cctoker and =arly Novemnber,
conlacling the artists, figuring out what to
de for sound and lights, working out what
the showe weould Lok e There were sio
acts: Honeybaoy Bds Rober Leckwood,
Ir, The Howlin Wolf Sand Muddy Waters
Band, Litile Milion, and Ruddy Guy. Little
iiilton perforred first with Buddy Guy's
band, then with 21 v, then Buddy
Cuy alone, and they 21 had 1o mesh seam-
lessly in three hours

Booking Entertainsnent
four petple working on
Big Fish had twe, tn_
Lwio people really mad
Carltomn, the product
Marguerite Deiteh, ™
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Lorn had about
he concert, and
cording to Einzig,
i "‘anpe"- Bj"]
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